
2019-20 Federal Budget - at a glance
At first glance the 2019-20 budget appears to offer little to assist young people while offering plenty to sway older 
voters in the lead up to the Federal election. But it wasn’t all bad news for young people; YACSA welcomes 
additional funding for mental health services, domestic and family violence services and an increase in 
apprenticeships and VET training. Conversely, YACSA is disappointed that there were no meaningful 
announcements on housing affordability and the rates for Newstart and Youth Allowance will not be increased 
leaving recipients to continue to live on less than $40 a day.
 
It’s also concerning that a surplus has been projected while people living with a disability, low income earners and 
those in receipt of income support are doing it tough.

With mental health increasingly reported as one of the top issues for young people across the country, 
YACSA welcomes a commitment to additional funding for mental health services. We caution however that 
increasing funding to headspace is not the panacea to mental health services for young people and a 
greater commitment is needed to provide a range of easily accessible services for young people, particularly 
in rural and remote areas.
 
The detail
 
 

Mental health 

$461m for youth mental health and suicide prevention.
$111m for 30 new headspace services by 2021.
$152m to reduce waiting lists for headspace through additional services.
$110m to extend the Early Psychosis Youth Services Program for two years.
$54m to establish 4 specialist residential facilities for eating disorders.

Education and training 

With 23,000 young people (15-24) unemployed and looking for work in South Australia, YACSA welcomes an 
increase in training, skills development and apprenticeships. However, government needs to ensure that the 
placements are meaningful, non-exploitative, safe and lead to real work opportunities and a living wage.
 
The detail

$525m for the vocational education and training (VET) sector, including $200m towards the creation of 
80,000 new apprenticeships over the next 5 years.
$50.6m on a trial of 10 new school-based VET training hubs in areas of high youth unemployment, and 
the establishment of a new National Careers Institute to give careers advice to jobseekers.
$41.7m over 4 years for a national pilot of two Skills Organisations in the areas of digital technologies 
and the human services workforce.
$93.7m over 4 years for scholarships for students to study at a regional campus of a university or VET 
provider.
$8.5m for 400 new training scholarships to address youth unemployment.

Income support 

With the recipients of Youth Allowance and Newstart living hundreds of dollars below the minimum wage 
and over $200 below the poverty line, we are disappointed to see that the rate of income support will not be 
raised. We are also concerned that the government plans to ramp up the data matching debt recovery 
scheme (projected to save $2.1b) when the current system has had such a significant impact on the lives of 
income support recipients.
 



Indigenous young people 

With alarming suicide rates and experiences of poor mental health amongst Indigenous young people, 
YACSA is disappointed at the Federal Government's commitment of only $5m to address this significant 
social issue.
 
The detail

$5m over 4 years to implement Indigenous suicide prevention initiatives.
$276.5m over 5 years to support Indigenous students to undertake and complete study to help close the 
gap in education outcomes between Indigenous and non-Indigenous students.
$200m over 4 years to fund additional scholarship placements and mentoring support for Indigenous 
students.

Domestic and family violence 

Domestic and family violence is a significant issue in Australia that has individual, social and economic 
costs. YACSA welcomes increased funding to provide vital services to victims of domestic and family 
violence.
 
The detail

$328m over 4 years from 2018-19 towards initiatives to reduce domestic and family violence against 
women and children.
$78.4m to provide emergency accommodation for women and children escaping domestic and family 
violence and to continue the Keeping Women Safe in their Homes program
$82.2m to improve and build on frontline services.
$35m to address the specific needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people affected by violence.

National Disability Insurance Scheme and support for young carers 

YACSA is concerned that the budget surplus has been significantly bolstered by an 'underspend' in funds for 
the NDIS. Disability advocates have argued that the underspend is due to problems accessing the service 
and not from a lack of demand.
 
The detail

Due to a slower than anticipated roll-out of the NDIS across the country the government has reported an 
underspend of $1.66b.
$84.3m over 4 years to expand support for carers under the Integrated Carer Support Service.

What's missing? 

With young people being increasing excluded from the rental and property markets, we are disappointed 
that there was no commitment in the budget to a comprehensive plan to increase the supply of 
appropriate and affordable housing options for young people.

For a Federal Budget breakdown for young people, visit the Smashed Avocado smashedav.com.au/

View the 2019-20 Federal Budget papers here

For more information:

https://www.budget.gov.au/2019-20/content/documents.htm

http://www.smashedav.com.au/
https://www.budget.gov.au/2019-20/content/documents.htm

